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The week of February 16th, 2009 is the last committee week prior to the start of the 2009 session.  Legislators filled the week with meetings on the budget, Hospital Low Income Pool Council, Federal Stimulus and even considered a few bills.  Here is a brief overview of some of the health care meetings.


An evenly divided Senate Health Regulation Committee held extensive debate on SB 556, Senator Gaetz's bill to abolish the LIP Council, which distributes $1 billion a year in Federal funding to hospitals for charitable care. This is the most contentious health care policy issue facing legislators this session.  Legislators wrestled over whether AHCA or the current Council would more fairly distribute funding. Tom Arnold from the Agency for Health Care Administration stated AHCA could assume the function of the LIP Council if the Legislature deems so. Barney Bishop from AIF testified that the State needs a better way to distribute funds and the Legislature must be responsible for how decisions are made. Senators Lawson and Bennett questioned him on AHCA's ability to distribute funding.  Seeing he was one vote short for passing the bill, Senator Gaetz asked the Committee to postpone further debate on it until the next Committee meeting in March.  


Phil Williams, from the Agency for Health Care Administration, gave a brief presentation on the Federal Stimulus Package Impact to Florida, including the FMAP (Florida Medical Assistance Percentage) increase, to the Senate’s Health and Human Appropriations Committee.  FMAP’s are used in determining the amount of Federal matching funds for state’s expenditures for assistance payments for certain social services, including Medicaid.  Florida could see its Federal share of the match rise from 55% to 68%.  However, it would require states to maintain eligibility standards in place as of July 1, 2008, which means that the Medically Needy program would have to be restored, MEDS AD waiver restoration would be required, and the number of slots in the Home and Community Based Service Waivers could not be reduced.  There is no date when the state would begin to receive the funds but the Senators are cautiously optimistic of the potential that this has.  Paul Belcher, from the Low Income Pool Council, also gave a brief presentation to the committee.  He gave the background on the council and explained what the LIP does.  Since Senator Gaetz, sits on the committee is trying to abolish the Council, the mood was somewhat somber.  This committee also heard a presentation on fraud and abuse in the Medicaid program.  This is a huge issue and costs the state a large amount of money every year.  The Senators questioned why the abuse seems to be so prevalent in the Miami-Dade area and what can be done to help stop it.


The House Health Care Appropriations Committee also heard from Phil Williams about the Nursing Home Quality Assessment that passed in the last special session.  This quality assessment on nursing home providers will be effective as of April 1, 2009, and this assessment will be calculated annually on a per-resident-basis excluding Medicare resident days.  This assessment will help to bring down federal funds and help to offset the drastic rate cuts imposed by the legislature during the past.  Nursing homes may not create a separate line-item charge for the purpose of passing through the assessment to the residents of the facilities.  The Agency must seek a federal waiver for this to occur and there are precautions in place in case that waiver has not been approved.  


House Bill 231 relating to Patient Lifting and Handling Practices, by Representative Grimsley, was approved by the House Health Care Regulation Policy Committee.  This bill requires hospitals to adopt and implement evidence-based policies for hospital employees that minimize the risk of injuries to patients and employees associated with lifting and handling patients.  This bill passed unanimously with a 6-0 vote and has no fiscal impact, which is the main criterion for bills passing this session.  

The House Healthy Seniors Committee also met to discuss programs under the Department of Elder Affairs.  The Committee heard a presentation by the Ombudsman attorney.  Representative Janet Adkins questioned this attorney extensively on the Ombudsman budget and how their money was used and was curious as to what the job description is for the Ombudsman.  She went through each line item with detail and asked that it be explained.  She intends to pursue Ombudsman funding in the next meeting.
Legislative Bills of Interest

SB 1628 - Relating to Long-term Care Services, by Senator Gelber
 Requires the Agency for Health Care Administration, in consultation with the Department of Elderly Affairs, to accept and forward to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services an application for expansion of a pilot project from an entity that provides certain benefits under a federal program. EFFECTIVE DATE: 07/01/2009.




HB  963 - Relating to Protection of Elders, by Representative Bovo Permits residents of nursing homes to have video surveillance devices installed in their rooms; requires DOEA, in consultation with AHCA, DCFS, & DOH to adopt standards regarding standardized transfer forms for certain medical records; requires DOEA to offer certain assisted living facility staff competency tests in additional languages. Effective Date: July 1, 2009



HB  945 - Relating to Long-term Care,  by Representative Thompson 


Long-term Care: Requires licensed nursing home facilities to satisfy specified financial responsibilities relating to liability insurance coverage; provides application. Effective Date: July 1, 2009, and shall apply to all policies issued or renewed on or after that date

HB  943 - Relating to Medicaid Reimbursement Rates (McKeel)
Medicaid Reimbursement Rates: Requires entities under contract with AHCA to reimburse noncontracted hospitals & physicians at certain rates; provides exception; provides basis for semiannual calculation of counties' contributions to Medicaid for certain hospital services; provides for publication of counties' contributions. Effective Date: July 1, 2009



HB  935 - Relating to Area Agencies on Aging,  by Representative Bogdanoff

 Requires DEA to contract with area agencies on aging to fulfill programmatic & funding requirements; revises responsibilities of governing body of area agency on aging & executive director of agency; revises definition of "lead agency"; revises requirements with respect to request for proposal process for designation of lead agency for community care for elderly; provides construction with respect to jurisdiction to entertain disputes relating to competitive procurement process developed by area agency on aging; eliminates provisions that require area agency on aging to exempt specified providers from competitive bid process. Effective Date: July 1, 2009


Upcoming Events

Legislators are taking next week off to pack up and prepare for spending the next 2 months in Tallahassee.  They return on Tuesday March 3.

March 3rd: First day of the 2009 Regular Session

May 1st: Last day of the regularly scheduled 60 day Regular session

