Legislative Update 

for the week of March 15th

 By Buigas, Asztalos and Associates
Day 18 of the 2010 legislative session has come to an end with 42 more til Sine die.  It was an extremely busy week with the House and Senate unveiling their austere budgets and the House passing its background screening bill, which is a priority for the Speaker.  This session seems to be a bit fast paced compared to years past and since we are in such a tight budget year, everyone’s focus seems to be saving their groups and organizations from being severely cut or eliminated.   
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A Revenue Estimating Conference found that the economy and state revenues are getting slightly better.  It concluded:
· Today’s FY 2009-2010 estimate is $31.3m above FY 08-09;
· FY 2010-2011 forecast remains positive;
· Adjustments to the forecast are indicative of a stabilizing economy;
· Months of modest growth are expected before full recovery begins in Spring of 2011.
Click on Revenue Estimating Conference Findings for more information. 

BUDGET

The House released its budget which has less healthcare cuts then the Senate because it transferred money from the Transportation Trust Fund (road projects funding) to other areas, including healthcare.  The Senate did not follow the House action.  Also like the Senate, it did not include the additional Federal FMAP funding that Congress is expected to pass.   Both budgets attempt to close a deficit of approximately $3.2 billion of which Medicaid accounts for nearly $1.8 billion.  
 Unlike the Senate budget which has 7% provider cuts in Medicaid rates, the House has between 4-5% for providers.  For nursing homes it is a 4.6% or $132.8 million reduction compared to 7% or $199.4 million in the Senate.  Hospice rates were cut by $11.6 million whereas the Senate reduces them by $17.5 million.

Other AHCA provisions are:

· 540 individuals will be moved from nursing homes into HCB Waiver programs via the Nursing Home Transition Program;
· Increases funding for Children’s Special Health Care by 9% but eliminates the Children’s Medical Services Primary Care Case Management Fee; and 
· Eliminates chiropractic services for adults.
For DOEA it:
· Fully funds the current HCB waiver programs;
· Collapses the Alzheimer’s Disease Waiver program into other waivers;
· Expands the PACE program in Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties by 200 slots; and
· Does not fund new slots for the Nursing Home Diversion Program.
 

The House and Senate budgets both contain language for nursing home to provide a combined (nurses and CNAs) weekly average staffing standard of 3.9 hours per resident per day, while retaining daily minimum staffing of 1.0 hours ppd for licensed nursing and 2.7 hours ppd for CNAs.  Over the opposition of AARP and SEIU, the Senate Committee agreed to add the language in a Committee meeting on Friday.
The Senate Health and Human Services Committee approved its budget after several amendments on Friday including one on managed care.  The amendment would move 247,671 Medicaid recipients in 19 counties into HMOs for a savings of $28.6 million. The 19 counties are those that have two or more managed care Medicaid plans already in place.  They include Orange, Seminole and Osceola, Miami-Dade, Hillsborough, Palm Beach, Pinellas and other smaller counties.  
COMMITTEE UPDATES

The Senate Children, Families and Elder Affairs Committee revived SB 1216 with a stripped down version to now only require a voter referendum every 6 years to maintain the Children Services Districts. Senator Rich still opposed the bill because it requires funds that could be used for children services to be used for ballot initiatives.  A long list of witnesses spoke on opposition to the bill. The billed passed the Committee.

The Senate Health Regulation Committee passed SB 2138 by Senator Andy Gardiner.  This bill helps AHCA to streamline regulations; uniform licensing statutes adds new regulatory standards for home health agencies.  The bill was reported favorably with no questions or controversy.  

SB 816, by Senator Aronberg was also heard and passed out of committee.  This bill would reduce the teaching nursing home bed requirement to allow a facility in Jacksonville to become a teaching nursing home.  Its companion is moving along in the House. 
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On the floor, the House passed HB 7069, which toughens background screening for people who work with elderly and disabled children. The House adopted an amendment that exempts volunteers who volunteer less than 10 hours a week from the screening. Currently the exemption is for volunteers up to 40 hours. The House also approved re-screening in five years; an exemption for summer day camp workers; and delayed the effective date from July 1 to Aug. 1, 2010. The bill had no questions or debate.  It is now onto the Senate.
SB 2166, relating to Uniform Traffic Control by Senator Altman, passed the Senate Transportation Committee.  This bill preempts to the state the use of cameras to enforce traffic laws. Two-percent of the fees collected will be distributed to provide an enhanced Medicaid payment to nursing homes that serve residents who require ventilator care and who are Medicaid recipients.  However, House Bill 1235, by Rep. Robert Schenck (R-Spring Hill) passed the Government Affairs Policy Committee. The bill would prohibit cities and counties from using red light cameras to ticket drivers.   It is up to the Legislature to decide what to do with two opposite bills.
The Health and Families Policy Council, along with Dr. /Rep Homan have passed through the committee a bill relating to Medicaid Medical Homes.  This bill provides for the organization of medical home networks and provider service networks, certified as medical homes and requires that each medical home provide specified services. This is the alternative to HMOs care for all Medicaid recipients.
On Thursday, the Senate Judiciary Committee passed SJR 72 that would exempt Floridians from complying with a federal mandate that they buy health insurance that is contained in the expected-to-be passed Federal healthcare reform bill.   The bill is sponsored by Sen. Carey Baker and supported by Attorney General Bill McCollum. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Week 4 (March 22- March 26) last week for Committee meetings in the House. On Monday the House Heath Care Regulation Policy Committee will consider PCB HCR 10-03 by Rep Matt Hudson to streamline the Dept of Health by eliminating many of its functions  The bill eliminates several programs including the Children‘s Early Intervention program and the Office of Women's Health Strategies.  The proposal has opposition in the Senate.  

On Tuesday, the House Full Appropriations Committee will consider the budget.   The Senate Ways and Means Committee is expected to hear its budget on Wednesday.  Once passed by those Committees, the Budget will be heard on the floors of both Chambers on March 31 and April 1st.  

Week 5 in between Passover and Easter (March 31 - April 1), a short week where the Chambers will consider the Budget, implementing and conforming bills on the floor. 
Weeks 6 and 7 (April 5-16), Councils will complete their consideration of legislation and the final budget will be negotiated in a conference committee.  During Week 6, the House is expected to unveil its Medicaid managed care expansion plan.
During Week 9, the conference report on the Budget will be delivered no later than Tuesday, April 27th in time for a final vote and sine die on Friday, April 30th.
