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There are 3 more weeks left until the planned end of the 2010, 60-day legislative session and the pace has intensified!  Early this week, the House rolled out an expansive Medicaid reform proposal to move all Medicaid recipients into managed care plans within 5 years.  The 2 proposed committee bills were out on Monday night and work-shopped on Tuesday in Representative Cannon’s Select Policy.  There was much debate, where hospitals, DD providers, hospices, AARP and others in opposition let their voices be heard.  The less ambitious Senate plan came out last week, and even though there was some last minute amendments attached to it, it is much less controversial than the House version.  The House will meet again on Monday in the Select Committee and will probably vote on allowing the Proposed Committee Bill (PCB) to be filed.  The Senate is preparing to hold 2 long committee meetings to “explore and understand” the House proposal.   This update is primarily dedicated to the managed care proposals.
SENATE PROPOSED MEDICAID REFORM

· Medicaid restructuring; “voucher-type” language where Medicaid recipients would be given a voucher to purchase insurance that covers their healthcare needs.  They would be responsible for copayments and deductibles.  There is little support for this plan in the House.
· Expands the current Medicaid Managed Care pilot program to 19 counties where there are currently 2 managed care plans operating.  These counties include Florida’s major metropolitan areas.

· The proposal does not call for expansion of managed care for the DD or long term care populations.
HOUSE PROPOSED MEDICAID REFORM

· Divides the state into 6 regions which mix rural and urban areas.  Plans would have to operate in an entire region. 
· Plans interested in participating in each region must go through a procurement process and there is a minimum and maximum amount of plans, which is different in every region 
· Establishes Medicaid eligibility under managed care and provides that certain benefits be provided

· Requires provider network standards, including mandatory participation by certain hospitals and their medical staff and provides a maximum pay rate
· Expands current 5 county Medicaid Reform Pilot Program to Miami-Dade by next fiscal year

· Creates a state-wide medical assistance managed care program for all covered services by October 2013.  This would replace the current Medipass Program.  The Children’s Medical Services network would be recognized as a qualified plan.
· By July 1, 2011 AHCA will begin implementation of statewide long-term managed care with full implementation by October 1, 2012.  Those residing in nursing homes or in the current waiver programs would be brought into the managed care networks.  Plans must cover LTC services including adult day care and nursing home care.  Hospice and nursing home rates would be set by the state and passed through the managed care provider.  Incentives would be provided to keep more individuals in HCB care as opposed to institutions.  
· Creates a long-term care managed care for the developmentally disabled with full implementation required by October 1, 2015

BUDGET

The Legislature did not work on the budget this week.  After each chamber passed its version last week, it was decided to hold off on a conference committee until they can get some indication what Washington will do with the FMAP extension.  Expect the negotiations to start early next week.
UPCOMING EVENTS
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· Week 7 (April 12-16), House Councils will complete their consideration of legislation; and Conference Committees begin to meet during Week 7 to iron out budget differences.  Bills to be heard next week include: both the House and Senate Committees plan multiple long meetings on managed care reform; Sen. Wise’s anti-arbitration agreement bill is up on Tuesday along with Sen. Gardiner’s regulatory relief bill for nursing homes; the Senate Criminal Justice Committee will attempt to meld a couple bills together for a single plan to regulate pain clinics; Wednesday Background Screening and Health Care Fraud bills are up.
· Week 8 will see the end of Senate Committee meeting and all work will be done on the House and Senate floors.  
· During week 9, the conference report on the General Appropriations Act will be delivered no later than Tuesday, April 27th in time for a final vote and sine die on Friday, April 30th.
Question that was on everyone's mind this week:  Will Governor Crist drop out of the Republican primary and run as an independent for the US Senate or maybe even get back in the Governor's race?
