Members of the House and Senate will consider hundreds of bills; however no legislation is more important to the operation of state government than the bills that compose the state budget. This is the only bill that is constitutionally required to pass to finish the annual Legislative Session. 

     This process, termed as the budgetary process, is the process by which members of the House and Senate examine and determine their priorities for spending state and federal resources. Florida's fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends on June 30 of the following year.

     The first stop of this process is the Revenue Estimating Conference. The authority for revenue forecasting resides within this conference which meets in August. The conference process constitutes a professional, non partisan approach to forecasting the state revenues. The conference is comprised of one member of each of the staffs of the Office of the Governor, the Senate, the House, and the Legislative Office of Economic and Demographic Research. These four individuals must arrive at a consensus in order to have an official revenue forecast. Historically, this process has been non-controversial and unanimous consensus has been achieved. This conference produces a forecast extending at least through the succeeding three budget years. This first meeting is meant to establish a forecast for the budget recommendations made by the Governor to the Florida Legislature.

     The second stop is the Joint Legislative Budget Commission, which is comprised of 7 Senators appointed by the Senate President, as well as 7 Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House. This commission receives and reviews notices of certain budget and personnel actions and proposed actions to be taken by the Executive and Judicial branches and approves and disapproves of such actions. No later than September 15 of each year, The Legislative Budget Commission shall issue a long range financial outlook setting out recommended fiscal strategies for the state and its departments and agencies in order to assist the Florida Legislature in making budget decisions.

     By October 15, state agencies provide the Legislature and the Governor with their budget requests. Once these requests are received, Councils and Committees hold hearings and workshops to better determine the necessity of such requests. The Governor, then based on his policy priorities prepares his own budget recommendations for the Legislature. He has 30 days before the scheduled annual Session to do this.

     In early March another Revenue Estimating Conference is held. This second conference is held to compare the numbers reached in the first conference against current revenue and to identify any significant changes or trends from the first forecast. This gives the Legislature a more accurate view on the amount available for appropriation during the Session. In mid-March, a Medicaid Impact Conference is also held in an attempt to define the universe of options Legislators can take to bring the current budget within the forecast

     In late March both the House and Senate meet and go over all the gathered information and form their individual preliminary budgets. Once both the Senate and the House form their individual appropriation bill, the Appropriation committee chairs from both the House and the Senate attempt to reconcile the differences in budget plans. All unresolved items get bumped up to the Senate President and the Speaker of the House for final resolution. Once final resolution is achieved a final budget plan is passed.

     This is typically done around the end of session, however leaving enough time to allow the constitutionally mandated 72-hour waiting period. This provision is to make sure every member of the Florida Legislature, each member of the Cabinet, The Governor, and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court has time to read and go over the appropriation bills before they're heard on the floor. The bill is typically voted on sometime towards the very end of session.

